22 December 2013- Intent- Right Action.  Will need editing.  URL at the end.
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, Amen.

What is "right action"?

According to Wikipedia, one definition is supplied by the philosophy of utilitarianism, which is a theory in normative ethics holding that the proper course of action is the one that maximises utility, usually defined as maximising happiness while minimising suffering. 
Classic utilitarianism's two most influential contributors are Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart Mill. John Stuart Mill in his book Utilitarianism, stated, "In the golden rule of Jesus of Nazareth, we read the complete spirit of the ethics of utility. To do as one would be done by, and to love one's neighbour as oneself, constitute the ideal perfection of utilitarian morality." 

In utilitarianism, the moral worth of an action is determined only by its resulting outcome, although there is debate over how much consideration should be given to actual consequences, the foreseen consequences and the intended consequences. 
In A Fragment on Government, Bentham says, "it is the greatest happiness of the greatest number that is the measure of right and wrong" and describes this as a fundamental axiom and as an example, we see this principle being played out in democratic elections all over the world, most notably right now in the USA.
I remember a multi-denominational student event held at Stuartholme here in Brisbane, an exceptional Roman Catholic school and convent, when I was in my senior year, over 50 years ago, and the convenor gave us a detailed description of a person.  We were told all the wonderful things this person had done for others, building schools and shelters and from that, we were to demonstrate what made him a Christian.
I was the only one who argued that our nominal character was an exceptionally fine person, a fine humanist and philanthropist … but that since none of the advice given us indicated he’s even heard of Our Lord Christ, it was impossible to say he was a Christian, even though he demonstrated all the fine attributes to which we would aspire.

For some it is a matter of "accept Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour and confess him as Lord and you will be saved.”
But there is always a hitch.  You see … you have to then believe in what is someone else’s version of the right Jesus, or you're not going to make it.
The other approach, right action or "orthopraxy" places the emphasis on doing the right things even if your theology is a bit fuzzy or even non-existent such as our character 50 years ago.
In this view, it is not what you know … but what you do, that makes you a follower of Our Lord, or whether you’ve heard the biblical stories or not. 
Actions speak louder than words, yet words, without accompanying actions, are just empty hollow sounds that make no difference whatsoever.  As Christ said … an empty gong.
In recent weeks in discussing Angels, we’ve uncovered some texts that most of us have forgotten about, such as Tobit.  But to see a great biblical example of right action, let’s go back to the Book of Ruth.
Paul Clemente unfolds the story that I thought demonstrates the right way to do things.  We pick it up in Ruth 2:20, and we meet Boaz, who was a kinsman-redeemer for both Ruth and her friend Naomi.

The kinsman-redeemer was an Old Hewbrew law, that was most manifest when the husband died, and left a widow especially with children, and with no support.  Basically, in case of a death of a husband, a kinsman-redeemer was obligated to marry a widow of a relative to help and to keep the family name.
Naomi realized how Ruth can be provided for in a right godly way because Boaz was bound by Hebrew Law to help. Boaz was one of the kinsman-redeemers for Naomi and Ruth. And so…..

v1-4: Naomi gave godly wisdom to Ruth to get help.

What do we note in v5-9? - Ruth did what Naomi told her to do! Now remember that Ruth was a pagan still learning the ways of God. But remember what Ruth said? – “Your God will be my God!” What a commitment! What faith Ruth had!

Naomi was God’s instrument for Ruth! Ruth likely did not know the significance of what she was doing but totally trusted Naomi, thus trusting God!

In v10-12, we note that Boaz knew exactly what he needed to; Boaz could have taken advantage of Ruth, but he didn’t! Boaz knew he was being called as a kinsman-redeemer, but what else did Boaz knew??

Boaz knew he did not have the first right to marry the widow Ruth and so he took the steps to find out if he has any right at all!

We note in v13: Boaz told Ruth the right thing must be done and made a promise to do it!

If people saw that Ruth spent the night with Boaz, what would people say about Ruth and Boaz?
Now, if I didn’t explain in the beginning what Naomi and Ruth were up to, what would have gone through your mind, like I did the first time I read it? If people saw that Ruth spent the night with Boaz, what would people say about Ruth and Boaz? We read in v11 that Ruth was known already as a noble woman; that nobility would have been marred if people knew she slept beside Boaz for the night; even if they weren’t intimate, people will talk; and people love to accuse godly righteous people!

They certainly kept what happened secret to the public and they could have done whatever they wanted that night; but who was watching??

Let us not forget that God was involved in the lives of Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz! From the very beginning of the story in Ruth 2, what could have gone wrong with this story??

If Naomi and Ruth wanted to plot a marriage, shouldn’t Ruth have gone to the man who had first right as kinsman-redeemer? As we noted last week, God led Ruth to Boaz’ field! God was watching and leading Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz! God knew exactly what was going on, even in the middle of a dark night!

Now, what godly thing happened? Read along with me Ruth 4:1-12…..

And so, what did Boaz do?  Boaz found the man who had the first right to Naomi’s land and to Naomi’s daughter-in-law.

Boaz shared and offered the right to the man in front of 10 witnesses.

In v4, why did the man say right away “I will redeem it!”??

The first kinsman-redeemer was willing to just get a good deal of property!

In v5-6, why did the first kinsman-redeemer turn down his right??

Yes, the first kinsman-redeemer knew that Boaz or someone else can claim Naomi and Ruth but the main reason for rejecting is stated in Scriptures. The first kinsman-redeemer rejected his right because he was afraid of what others would say! I wonder if this guy was still alive when David became King of Israel, who could have been his great-grandson?

Now, why do you think God placed v7 in the story??

God made a point to tell us exactly what the right thing to do was at that time!

https://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/doing-the-right-thing-paul-clemente-sermon-on-boaz-and-ruth-187539
And now to God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Ghost, three persons in one God, be ascribed all honour, might, majesty, power, and dominion, now and for evermore. Amen.
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