In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, Amen

This homily on "Christ as Truth" was written by Msgr Tony Jack Howard of the LCCI, and delivered on the 18th Sunday after Trinity, in the year 2000. 
Christianity is unique among world religions in that whereas most of them consider the search for Truth as one of their aims, Christianity makes the bold assertion that it's founder Jesus Christ, not only points us the way to the truth but is himself the embodiment of it. 
Recall the collect for the day "O Lord Christ , who art the Way, the Truth and the Life..". Truth then isn't some abstract philosophical concept   in this way of looking at things: instead it is the end toward which all abstract thinking about Truth points.  To put it another way, Christianity teaches that Truth is not a concept but a Person. Christ did not say "I can show you the Truth" but "I am the Truth."
What does this mean? I do not pretend to have the whole answer, and I don't think anybody does just yet, but I do  have some musings, a few of which I would like to share this morning, using our readings as touchstones.

First, from our Epistle reading, St Paul urges us to be content with the "measure of the gift of Christ" which each of us received at our Baptism. We don't have the whole story yet, he seems to be saying, but we are growing, evolving, if you like, into the "fullness of Christ" We are not to be "children tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine" but are to move steadily towards Christ, whom Paul likens to the head of a body. 

This is one of Paul's most potent metaphors, the Mystical Body of Christ, who we are.  Each of us is an organ, or a ligament or a muscle, or, at least a cell in that Body.  "Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another."

So, in a sense then, Christ is Truth, and we, as the Mystical Body of Christ, the Church, are to be true to that Truth by being true to one another. We are not separate, disparate  individuals, although sometimes it feels that way. We are connected in truth, in Christ.
What hurts me, hurts you: what enlivens you enlivens me, and vice versa.  We like to pretend that it is not so but as John Donne said, "no man is an island." None of us is completely self sufficient. 
The very word translated as church in the New Testament, ecclesia, refers not to a building but to a community.  
In our reading from St John's Gospel Christ attempts to comfort his followers as he begins his farewell discourse.  He tells them "In my father's house are many mansions... I go to prepare a place for you.... that where I am, there ye may be also."  Literally he is telling his closest disciples that he is about to meet with death in Jerusalem.  

Many who are desperately ill or confused read those lines as a way to comfort themselves in their experience of darkness, feeling that Christ has gone on ahead to prepare a safe haven for them. 

Others see in these lines a way of understanding the various religions existing in our pluralistic age - the "many mansions" then reflects the "many religions" - all of which lead to the "Father's house." And I am sure there are other interpretations.

Like St Thomas, we ask the question: "Lord , we know not wither Thou goest: and how can we know the way?  That is, we often feel lost.  Christ says "I am the way, the truth and the life."  
What would have startled his Jewish hearers the most in that saying was that in it Jesus dared to use the holy name of God, "I AM."  No one other than the High Priest could utter the Name of God, and then, only one day of the year, the Day of Atonement.  But Jesus uses it in reference to himself - and not just once, but in several places in John's gospel.  Why? Because, as Jesus said, "He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father."
Like St Philip, we ask the question: 'Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth us." We want a religion that points us to God, that allows us to talk about and think about and philosophise about God.  We want to know about God so that we can say "Ah, I understand. Got it." But is a God we can understand still God?  Is God the Abstraction the God of whom Jesus speaks? 
Jesus answers Philip - and all of us. "Have I been so long time with you and yet thou has not known Me?  He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father."
Unique among world religions is this assertion: the human face of God is in Jesus Christ.  
The Hindus have their avatars, their mythological embodiments, but nowhere in their scriptures do they say Brahman became human.
The Buddhists have Gautama, but he is their Enlightened Teacher not their God.

The Jews have Yahweh - alone, majestic, maker of man in His image but separate from his creation.

The Muslims have Allah - again, alone - with Mohammad as his prophet

The mystery of the Incarnation which we celebrate each Christmas, is that God became flesh. 
Why? So that we may know Him and in knowing Him we may know the Truth, and in knowing the Truth, that it may set us free.
"He that hath seen Me," Christ says, "hath seen the Father." 
That is, the Truth. 
And now to God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, be ascribed all honor might majesty power and dominion,  now and forevermore Amen. 
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